Hackett Syllabus for 2007-2008 
AP English Literature and Composition
Course Title

AP English Literature and Composition

Course Description

As an AP course, this is a rigorous college-level course. The fiction we read is challenging.  Because students should read actively and because the works taught require careful, close reading, students will be expected to purchase their own copies to annotate. Students will “learn how to make careful observations of textual detail, establish connections among their observations, and draw from those connections a series of inferences leading to an interpretive conclusion about the work’s meaning and value” (Teacher’s Guide AP English Literature and Composition, 14) [C1]. The writing is frequent and requires a student to respond to literature that we work with in class as well as literature that has not been analyzed or discussed in the classroom.  “The goal of writing assignments is to increase students’ ability to explain clearly, cogently, even elegantly, what they understand about literary works and why they interpret them as they do” (15).

Conferencing and revision will be an important part of the writing process in this class [C5, C4].  Students should come each day to class prepared to interact.  Much of the knowledge gained will be from listening and learning not only from the teacher but from each other. 

As you write, share your product, and revise, it is hoped you will grow as a writer and gain an understanding of what good writing encompasses:  a strong focus, logical organization, effective syntactic structure, and textual evidence to support your assertions. 

Reading

This Advanced Placement Literature and Writing course engages students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature.  Through the close reading of selected texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways writers use language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers.  As they read, students consider a work’s structure, style, and themes, as well as smaller-scale elements such as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism, and tone.
Reading in the AP course is both wide and deep.  This reading necessarily builds upon the reading done in previous English courses.  In this AP course, students read works from several genres and periods—from the sixteenth to the twenty-first century—but, most importantly, they get to know a few works well.  Students will read deliberately and thoroughly, taking time to understand a work’s complexity, to absorb its richness in meaning, and to analyze how that meaning is embodied in literary form.  In addition to considering a work’s literary artistry, students reflect on the social and historical values it reflects and embodies.  Careful attention to both textual detail and historical context provides a foundation for interpretation, whatever critical perspectives are brought to bear on the literary works studied.  

The most important requirement for this course is that students read every assignment—read it with care and on time.  Students unused to literature courses will need to plan time in their schedule for extensive reading.  Poetry, though usually not long, is dense and complicated and should always be read at least twice.  Novels in particular require planning.  Students will read actively.  The works taught in this course require careful, deliberate reading.  The approach to analyzing and interpreting the material involves students in learning how to make careful observations of textual detail, establish connection among their observations, and draw from those connections a series of inferences leading to an interpretive conclusion about a piece of writing’s meaning and value.

Students are expected to read every assignment and be prepared to discuss and write about the text.  Students will locate criticisms of the long works studied using the critic’s analysis to complement their thoughts on the work and to introduce the critic’s ideas into the classroom for discussion.  Students will choose from an instructor prepared list one additional work each six weeks for independent study.  This course requires more reading than most English classes, so students should plan their schedules wisely

Writing

Writing in an integral part of the AP English Literature and Composition course and exam.  Writing assignments focus on the critical analysis of literature and include expository, analytical, and argumentative essays.  The goal of this type of writing is to increase students’ ability to explain clearly, cogently, even elegantly, what they understand about literary works and why they interpret them as they do.  


To that end, writing instruction will include attention to developing and organizing ideas in clear, coherent, and persuasive language.  It includes study of the elements of style.  And it attends to matters of precision and correctness as necessary.  Throughout this course, emphasis is placed on helping students develop stylistic maturity, which, for AP English, is characterized by the following:

· A wide-ranging vocabulary used with denotative accuracy and connotative resourcefulness;

· A variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordinate and coordinate constructions;

· A logical organization , enhanced by specific techniques of coherence such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis;

· A balance of generalization with specific illustrative detail; and

· An effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, maintaining a consistent voice, and achieving emphasis through parallelism and antithesis.

Much writing involves extended discourse in which students develop an argument or present an analysis at length.  In addition, some writing assignments will encourage students to write effectively under the time constraints they encounter on essay exams in college courses in many disciplines, including English.  We will have essay examinations that ask the students to synthesize your understanding of our work.  These exams are to help you respond to literary questions in a way much less restrictive than the AP-based “exams” that form the in-class writings on literature.


There will be lots and lots of writing, on average a composition every two weeks; lots of vocabulary; grammar instruction as the need arises; and practice writing college application essays.  Your papers will be examined for effective word choice, inventive sentence structure, effective overall organization, clear emphasis, and excellence of argument, including exhaustive supportive evidence (i.e. quotations) and clear, persuasive, elegant connection of this evidence to your overall argument.  
Students will write several times each week, both out of class and in-class.  Students will write short critical papers analyzing novels, dramas, and poems.  These essays focus on close analysis of the text to support an original thesis [C3].  Each week students will have an opportunity to respond to a released AP prompt in a timed setting.  Three assignments of responding to an unabridged criticism of a major work studied will be required.  One research-based paper of approximately six pages will be required; the finished product will be in MLA format.  Students will be expected to take out of class assignments through several drafts with instructor and peer suggestions for revision.  All writing will be assessed using a rubric that students have access to prior to the assignment [C4].  In-class timed writings will be evaluated using College Board scoring guides for the prompt addressed [C5].
Students will also have the opportunity to write creative assignments that reflect the styles of the novels or poems being studied.  The responses to these creative assignments should reflect the students’ understanding of the techniques the writer uses to create a particular genre.  

Student Evaluation 

In-class writing (exams) consists of two types:  free-response questions taken from past AP Exams (which are given under timed conditions only) and tests on novels.  I grade the free-response questions holistically, using a specific rubric.  Tests on novels consist of passage- identification questions, short answer questions, and essays.


I use portions of the multiple-choice sections of pas AP Exams and vocabulary from a district-created vocabulary list for quiz grades.  I also quiz students periodically on their reading, using passage identification, short answer questions, and multiple choice questions.  The AP grading guidelines for this course are as follows:

1. Exams—70%

2. Daily/Quizzes/Homework—30%

These grades will not be curved.  Students may receive 10 extra credit points to a test for every 1 hour of tutorial attended or for attending various cultural events.  Only 50 extra credit points will be allowed per six weeks.

Elements of the course:
· Compositions approximately every two weeks.

· Rewrites and corrections on many papers.

· Late papers lose 25 points and will only be taken up to one week late.

· Grammar as the need arises

· Vocabulary quizzes will be every other class period

· Periodic quizzes on reading

· Preparation for the AP Literature and Composition Exam

· College resume and application essay practice

Expectations:
· Students will bring all materials and supplies to class every day and be prepared to use them.

· Students will maintain a class journal in a spiral notebook on a daily basis.

· Students will submit homework at the beginning of the period or it will be counted late.

· Students will leave all electronic devices out of sight and audibility.  Should students ignore this expectation, the electronic device will be taken up and given to the office.

Supplies:

· Spiral notebook for journals

· Paper, pens, pencils

· Textbook, any novel we are reading

· Spiral notebook for the dialectical journal

Reading Schedule/Texts Utilized 
Summer Reading:
Tess of the D’Urbervilles
Mythology by Edith Hamilton

All 6 weeks
Perrine’s Literature

Arp, Thomas. Perrine’s Literature.  New York:  Harcourt Brace College     Publishers, 1998.

1st 6 weeks
Reading [C2]

Short Story


“Hills Like White Elephants”—concentration on setting/symbolism


“A Worn Path”—concentration on setting/archetypes


“The Devil and Daniel Walker”—concentration on setting


“A Jury of Her Peers”—concentration on close reading



“Trifles”—transition to drama

Great Expectations

“Tragedy and the Common Man” Arthur Miller
Writing

Personal narrative  (College Application Essay)

Timed writings[C4]: :


Question 3, College Board released prompt, 1995


Question 3, College Board released prompt,  2005

Style analysis of selected passages[C3]:

Excerpt from We Were the Mulvaneys,  released College Board prompt, 2003, B


Excerpt from The Shipping News, released College Board prompt, 2005, B

College application essay practice

College resume writing

Other

Literary terms review

AP multiple choice practice

Smith and Dewar Vocabulary Study

2nd 6 weeks

Reading [C2]

Othello

Oedipus Rex

“The Love Song of J. Alfred  Prufrock”

Selected satires:  “A Modest Proposal,” passages from Brave New World, 


                “I Want a Wife,” and contemporary selections students provide

Independent study novel completed

Close reading of selected passages

Writing

Summary and response to unabridged criticism of Othello

Explication of selected soliloquies from Othello [C3]
Analysis of Henry IV soliloquy, released College Board prompt, 1990

Analysis of satiric voice in excerpt from Addison’s diary, released College Board


prompt, 2000

Timed writings [C4]:

Question 3, released College Board prompt, 1999


Question 3, released College Board prompt, 1994 


Paired poems, excerpt from Odyssey and  “Siren Song,”  released College Board


       prompt, 2000


Excerpt from Tom Jones, released College Board prompt, 2001

Semester Exam:


“Prelude,” released College Board prompt, 


Q3, released College Board prompt, 2003

Other

Multiple choice practice

Smith and Dewar Vocabulary Study

Poetry terms review and test

3rd 6 weeks
Frankenstein

Poetry


Chapters 1-9 in Perrine:  In-class reading of poetry with discussion of speaker, 

situation, tone, diction, imagery, figurative devices, sound, and structure [C2]

Poems to read and discuss:


“Terence, This Is Stupid Stuff,” “Blackberry Picking,” “Naming of Parts,”


“Hymn to God the Father,”  “Richard Cory,” “Valediction Forbidding 


Mourning,” “To His Coy Mistress,” “Living in Sin,”  “A Late Aubade,”


“My Last Duchess,”  “Grace To Be Said At the Supermarket,” “Batter 


My Heart, Three-Personed God,” “The Oxen,” “T’was Warm at First Like Us,”


“The Darkling Thrush,”  “Barbie Doll”


Other poems students express interest in will be added.

Writing


One page responses to selected literary technique (tone, diction, imagery,



figurative language, syntax, structure) in various poems [C3]

Timed writings [C4]:


“Blackberry Picking,” released College Board prompt, 1999



“The Broken Heart,” released College Board prompt, 1995



Question 3, released College Board prompt, 1991


Summary and response to unabridged criticism of Frankenstein


Dialectical journal on Frankenstein
4th 6 weeks
Poetry
“Dover Beach,” “One dignity delays for all,”  “I heard a fly buzz,”  “The Apparition,”  “The Flea,”  “The Chimney Sweeper,”  “Woman Work,”

“A Work of Artifice,”  “Constantly risking absurdity,”  

Selected poems chosen by students

Selected sonnets from several centuries

Their Eyes Were Watching God
Writing

Style analysis of chosen chapter from Their Eyes Were Watching God
Explication and analysis of selected poems [C3]
Creative:   
Write a sonnet



Create a quilt depicting Janie’s archetypal journey

Portfolio analysis:  Students will review first semester writings and write a reflective essay on their journey to becoming a good writer.

Research project: 

Choose a poet and two of the poet’s poems to research.  A   documented paper

(MLA format) and oral presentation will fulfill the requirements of this project.

Timed writings [C4]:

Excerpt from The House of Seven Gables, released College Board prompt, 1996


“The Chimney Sweeper” poems, released College Board prompt, 2005

Other
Multiple choice practice

Smith and Dewar Vocabulary Study

AP Mock Exam:  College Board Released 2000 AP Exam

5th 6 weeks
Poetry


“I heard a fly buzz when I died,” “Because I could not stop for death,” “I felt 


funeral in my brain,” “I taste a liquor never brewed,” “Much 


madness is divinest sense,” “There is no frigate like a book,” 

All the Pretty Horses—independent reading
Writing

Reflective essay on some topic arising from study of All the Pretty Horses

Analysis of passages from The Crossing

Summary and response to unabridged criticism on All the Pretty Horses

Poetry project:  After reading a variety of poems written in response to a work of art



(“The Starry Night,” Anne Sexton; “Van Gogh’ Bed,” Jane Flanders;



“Brueghel’s Two Monkeys,”  Wislawa Szymborska,; “Mourning 


Picture,” Adrienne Rich;  “Musee des Beaux Arts,” W. H. Auden 

 [C2]), students will choose a work of art and compose an original 
poem in response to the art.

Timed writings [C3]:

Question 3, released College Board prompt, 2005


Question 3, released College Board prompt, 2000


“The Pupil,” released College Board prompt, 2004

Other

Multiple choice practice

Smith and Dewar Vocabulary Study

6th 6 weeks
Reading [C2]

Novel for independent study completed

Review of long works previously studied

Writing

Comparative essay on the novel All the Pretty Horses and the film [C4]
Reflective essay on independent novel

Response to Question 3 released prompt applicable to independent novel

Other

Multiple Choice practice

Smith and Dewar Vocabulary Study

Syllabus Source:

AP Central:  apcentral.collegeboard.com

Curriculum Standards for AP Literature and Composition

C1 The Teacher has read the most recent AP English Course Description.

C2 This course includes an intensive study of representative works of both British and American writers as well as works written in several genres from the sixteenth century to contemporary times.

C3 Students write an interpretation of a piece of literature that is based on a careful observation of textual details.

C4 Students have frequent opportunities to write and rewrite formal, extended analyses and timed, in-class responses in all of the following modes: writing to understand, writing to explain, and writing to evaluate.

C5 The course requires expository, analytical, and argumentative writing based on reading a variety of prose styles and genres

Signature Page

I, 





, the parent of 


​​​_____
have read and understand the expectations set forth by Ms. Shew.  I agree to ensure that my child has his/her materials each class period and that he/she abides by the student expectations.

I, 






 have read and understand the 

Expectations set forth by Ms. Shew and agree to abide by those expectations.  I also agree to bring all my materials to class each class period.

